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bogus denial organizations propped up 
to create doubt in this debate. 

Against this tide of propaganda and 
nonsense stands States, including 
Rhode Island, that already cap and re-
duce carbon emissions. Nineteen States 
have climate adaptation plans com-
pleted or in progress. Thirty-one States 
have a renewable and/or alternative en-
ergy portfolio standard. 

Twenty-three States require State 
buildings to meet Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design or LEED 
standards. 

The obstructionists may be well 
funded by the polluting special inter-
ests, but the majority of the American 
people—the vast majority of the Amer-
ican people—understand that climate 
change is a very real problem. They 
want their leaders to take action. 
Americans want their leaders to listen 
to the climate scientists. They want us 
to plan and to prepare, to limit, to 
mitigate, and to adapt to the changes 
that are coming. 

Here in Congress it is long past time 
to move forward with meaningful ac-
tion. That is why I am working with 
several colleagues to establish a fee on 
carbon pollution. As I said in my re-
marks last week, the idea is a simple 
one. It is basic market 101, law 101, and 
fairness 101. If you are creating a cost 
that someone else has to bear, that 
cost should be put back into the price 
of the product. 

The big carbon polluters should pay a 
fee to the American people to cover the 
cost of their dumping their waste into 
our oceans and air. It is a cost they 
now happily push off onto the rest of 
us, allowing them an unfair and im-
proper market advantage, in effect to 
cheat against rival energy sources. The 
deniers want to make this the problem 
which shall not be named. But I am 
here to name it, as are many others. I 
am here to shame them if I can, if 
shame is a feeling a big corporation 
can even have. I am here to see to it 
that we wake up and that we get to 
work. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate stands in recess until 2:15 p.m. 
Thereupon, the Senate, at 1:02 p.m., 

recessed until 2:15 p.m., and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Acting 
President pro tempore (Ms. HEITKAMP). 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, MILI-
TARY CONSTRUCTION AND VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS, AND FULL- 
YEAR CONTINUING APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2013—Resumed 
Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, I 

suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AMENDMENT NO. 29, AS MODIFIED 
Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I 

have a modification at the desk to 
amendment No. 29. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
amendment will be so modified. 

The amendment, as modified, is as 
follows: 

At the end of title VII of division C, insert 
the following: 

SEC. 17lll. No funds made available 
under this Act shall be used for a 180-day pe-
riod beginning on date of enactment of this 
Act to enforce with respect to any farm (as 
that term is defined in section 112.2 of title 
40, Code of Federal Regulations (or successor 
regulations)) the Spill, Prevention, Control, 
and Countermeasure rule, including amend-
ments to that rule, promulgated by the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency under part 112 
of title 40, Code of Federal Regulations. 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The bill clerk proceeded to call the 
roll. 

Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, 
reserving the right to object, I will not, 
I just want to seek clarification from 
the Senator from Texas. About how 
long will the Senator seek recognition? 

Mr. CRUZ. I need only 5 minutes. 
Ms. MIKULSKI. That is more than 

agreeable. We know the topic and we 
are anxious to hear it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. WAR-
REN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. The Senator from Texas. 

Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, I thank 
the Senator from Maryland and I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business for 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN MCCAIN 
Mr. CRUZ. Madam President, I note 

that today is the 40th anniversary of 
the release of JOHN MCCAIN from a pris-
oner of war camp in Vietnam. I wanted 
to take a moment in this body to 
thank Senator MCCAIN for his extraor-
dinary service to our Nation. 

On October 26, 1967, JOHN MCCAIN, 
then a young man, volunteered to serve 
his country, to put himself in harm’s 
way. He found himself very directly in 
harm’s way, captured and imprisoned 
in the infamous Hanoi Hilton and sub-
ject to unspeakable torture and abuse. 

He did so for our country. He did so 
for every American. When midway 
through his imprisonment he was of-
fered early release, JOHN MCCAIN 
showed extraordinary courage and 
valor, turning that down, believing it 
inconsistent with his obligations as an 
officer. 

That is the sort of bravery that those 
of us who have never endured imprison-
ment and torture can only imagine. 
Yet he continued to remain in 
harrowing circumstances, suffering 
beatings and abuse that to this day 

limit his mobility. Forty years ago, 
JOHN MCCAIN was released, able to 
come home to America and return a 
hero. Since that time, since being re-
leased from Vietnam, he has been a 
leader on a great many issues. He has 
been a public servant in this body and 
he has repeatedly exemplified courage 
and integrity. I thought it only fitting 
that we as a body, I have no doubt, 
would unanimously agree in com-
mending his valor and integrity and 
sacrifice for his country and recognize 
this very important milestone, this 
40th anniversary. 

I yield the remainder of my time. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
want to tell my colleagues and anyone 
watching that just because Senators 
are not speaking on the Senate floor 
doesn’t mean nothing is going on. I am 
incredibly impressed by the coopera-
tion on both sides of the aisle as we try 
to get a finite list of amendments, as 
well as the proper sequence of those 
amendments in order to complete the 
business of moving to the continuing 
resolution. So there is a lot going on in 
other offices. These are not back 
rooms; they are not deal cutting. This 
is the workman-like way a parliamen-
tary democratic institution does busi-
ness. 

There are Senators who have ideas to 
improve the bill. Senator SHELBY and I 
think our bill needs no improvement. 
We think we ought to just move to it, 
do it, send it to the House, and avoid 
any kind of gridlock of a government 
shutdown. However, Senators do have 
the right to offer amendments, and 
they have now offered their amend-
ments. People are scrutinizing the 
amendments to make sure they under-
stand the policy consequences and also 
that we don’t have unintended con-
sequences. Although it looks as though 
there is no debate going on here on the 
floor, there is a lot of discussion going 
on in Member offices. We hope that in 
a very short time we will be able to 
move to amendments so we can discuss 
and dispose of those amendments in a 
way that satisfies both parties. 

I just wanted people to know that. 
When we talk to folks back home, they 
say: I watch C–SPAN, all I hear is Sen-
ators’ names called out in alphabetical 
order. They also may know that there 
might not be an official hearing going 
on, though we do know some are going 
on today. I just wanted to talk about 
some of what is going on and that this 
is part of the process. This is a big bill, 
and I hope that a big bill—one that in-
cludes every aspect of the Federal 
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